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OPCCC Briefing 
March 2019 

This briefing is intended to give a summary of the key areas of discussion and decisions at 

the meeting of Oxfordshire Primary Care Commissioning Committee (OPCCC) which is a 

committee of Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (OCCG) Board. It is intended for 

wide circulation. The minutes will provide the official record of the meeting. The agenda, 

papers and this briefing are available on the OCCG website here 

The Long Term plan and GP contract changes: 

The committee received an update on two recent publications - The Long Term Plan 
and Investment and evolution: A five year framework for GP contract reform and their 
implications for Oxfordshire’s commissioned services. 
 
The committee heard how some of the existing schemes overlap with some of the changes 
expected over the next five years as Primary Care Networks (PCNs) become the bedrock of 
the NHS.  During 2019/20 services will continue to be commissioned at practice level and will 
move to commissioning at network level for 2020/21. As part of the GP contract reform 2019, 
seven national service specifications will be introduced from April 2020 in a phased approach – 
although further details are awaited. 
 
Implementation of the contract reforms and the development of PCNs need to be undertaken in 
conjunction with practices so they are supported to make the transition. It was noted that that 
the deprivation locally commissioned service needed review and the latest Joint Strategic 
Needs Assessment will help to identify areas of greatest health inequality. 
 
It was recommended that the Proactive Support to Care Homes service is extended until March 
2020 with a review to ensure value for money. In addition, as part of the PMS review, £336k will 
be released for primary care in 2019/20. The committee agreed this should fund the improving 
physical health in patients with severe mental illness locally commissioned service. 
 
The committee also heard that agreement of PCNs in Oxfordshire will build on the work 
undertaken in developing the Locality Plans in 2017/18. Practices have until mid-May 2019 to 
confirm which network they want to join. Each network will have a clinical director and the 
committee noted that it would be important to support them during the period of transition. 
 
It was noted that PCNs will have an impact on the provision of community services which will 
need to align themselves to networks.  

Primary Care Workforce Strategy: 

The committee agreed to move forward with the implementation of some of the initiatives 
in the strategy but asked for assurance that it will come back to committee in nine-12 
months as it currently does not mitigate all workforce challenges and gaps. 

Finance: 
 
The committee heard that at 31 January 2019, OCCG is still forecast to be on plan. Overall, the 
Better Care Fund forecast position has continued to deteriorate, however there have been 
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improvements in the forecasts for the acute providers, primary care out of hours and non-
emergency transport.   
 
Non-recurrent allocations were received in Month 10 of £1.2m including £156k for Medicines 
Optimisation in Care Homes and £34k Retained Doctors Scheme in Primary Care.  
 
The delegated co-commissioning budget still holds reserves as part of the Financial Recovery 
Plan. The prescribing budget is showing a significant year to date underspend but the Business 
Services Authority will be reviewing the budget profile, which can result is significant changes to 
the forecast. There is also significant uncertainty in relation to EU Exit impacts on drug prices in 
the last months of the year so the forecast underspend has been held at £0.5m. 
 
The committee also received an update on the primary care elements of the draft budget for 
2019-20 which was submitted by the CCG to NHS England on 12 February. The committee 
noted the main planning assumptions as well as the risks and uncertainties.   

Primary Care Quality: 

Only one practice in Oxford City is rated Requires Improvement overall by CQC and has not yet 
been re-inspected.  OCCG is working with the practice to address the issues raised in the 
inspection. Four practices are rated Outstanding.  

One Oxford City practice was re-inspected following actions taken to improve in the Safe 
domain and is now Good in all domains.  A practice in Banbury was also re-inspected in 
December and achieved an overall Good rating, having previously been rated Requires 
Improvement.   

Four practices have taken up the offer of support with specific issues identified at inspections 
and a further three practices have expressed an interest in preparation for future inspections.   

Report from the Deputy Director, Head of Primary Care and Localities Nov 2018 to Jan 
2019: 

Highlights include: 

 A successful resolution to the continued provision of primary care services at Cogges 
Surgery in Witney following the partners’ decision in July 2018 to hand in their contract. 
A clear and transparent process for finding a new provider was established, using 
OCCG’s relatively new Collaborative Commissioning Framework, which actively 
encourages local services integration. We had good engagement from stakeholders 
and local GPs as well as the local PPGs. At the end of the process and due to a 
change in circumstances at the practice, the current partners continue to provide 
primary care services – an outcome widely supported by neighbouring practices in 
West Oxfordshire. 

 National funding has been allocated to GP ‘online triage’. It is expected this will help 
Oxfordshire to cope with an expanding population as well as enabling a good patient 
experience. The funding is to provide clinical consultations, either via a web browser or 
mobile app, with the ability for a patient to submit a query with symptoms to their GP 
practice. Following the procurement of eConsult, Oxfordshire’s first practice went live in 
January 2019. Three practices are currently live with five others in mobilisation phase.  
A staged rollout is planned over the next two years. 

 
Forward Plan: Next meeting on 4 June 2019 
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